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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge that today we meet 
on the lands of the Djiringanj People 
of the Yuin Nation.

We acknowledge the Traditional 
Custodians of these lands and 
waterways.

We pay our respect to Elders past, 
present and emerging. We thank 
them for caring for these lands from 
deep time and continuing to look 
after Country today.
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Southern Yuin Partnership:

Working together on Koala 

Conservation in the 

Biamanga – Gulaga Cultural 

Landscape

Jess Bettanin & Dan Morgan



Guraban / Gumbawaa



Footage: Lachlan Hall

Koala Monitoring 

Bega and Merrimans LALCS



ca.15 years of RGB-SAT surveys



Acoustic 
Monitoring

Programmed to record sounds 
in the forest at night. Deployed 
in koala breeding season.

Need to process the data 
to identify koala bellows. 

Used to determine 
Occupancy (i.e. presence / 
absence)



New way to find Koalas: Thermal Drones

DJI Matrice M30T

DJI Mavic 2 750m 

750m 



Footage: 
Lachlan 
Hall & 
Sabrina 
Velasco















Drone Survey Results



Drone Survey Results  (not for distribution)

• Nights surveyed = 17
• Grids flown = 50
• Total number of koalas 

detected = 82 
(in less than 5% of the 
landscape).

• Maximum koalas in single 
750m x 750m  grid = 11



Long Story Short 

Footage: Lachlan Hall

Mumbulla koala population is much 
larger than previously estimated.

(Chris Allen previously estimated 
population of 60-80 koalas from his 
scat survey work).
 
Thermal drone and bio-acoustic 
technology is telling us much more 
about this koala population than 
previously understood. 



Other Arboreal Spp. 
on the Drone:
• Greater Gliders
• Yellow-bellied Gliders
• Sugar Gliders
• Feather-tail Gliders
• Diamond Python
• Bird spp. 
• Glossy Black  Cockatoos
Plus ground detections:
• Wombats 
• Macropods
• Feral ungulates
• Fox / canines Footage: Lachlan Hall & Sabrina Velasco



Take Home Messages

• Number of koalas in the Biamanga Gulaga landscape are much higher than 
we previously understood.

• Koalas continue to be present in Kooraban and Dignams Creek area.
No recent evidence of koalas persisting on Gulaga – but we haven’t really 
looked much.

• North of the Murrah where we have had the two big fires (‘20 and ‘23) there 
is evidence that koalas are persisting but densities are low. We want to 
prioritise better understanding koalas in the North of the Murrah this year.

• Core habitat area between Murrah River and Mumbulla Creek and Dr George 
Mountain Rd. High densities in some parts of this area – but its also patchy. 



Reference



Koala Records

NSW Seed Portal:

https://www.seed.nsw.gov.au/

Search for: ‘Koala records’

Click: 

Tathra

?
Bermagui

?

?

?

https://www.seed.nsw.gov.au/
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